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before you upon a raft; but that once on the raft, it would be
sinful for you to give your place on it to another, if this entailed
certain death for yourself. It is licit, on the other hand, for a sick
man to let himself die rather than undertake a cure that entails
great expense, such as leaving his home for a foreign country. In
judging such decisions it must be remembered that the suicide has
usually less opportunity to repent than the murderer. But it is
a little disconcerting to learn on high moral authority that to lay
down your life for a friend is a sin, while to do so to save your
purse is permissible.

The Protestant sects maintained the old opinion, the English
law continued accordingly to punish self-murder, and as lately
as 1823 a suicide was buried at the cross-roads in London (at
the intersection of Grosvenor Place and King's Road). But
the scholars of the Renaissance inaugurated a reaction to classical
views. Erasmus and Blessed Thomas More were both
indulgent to suicide. Donne wrote a pamphlet in its defence,
and Hume made a powerful summary of the arguments in its
favour. Shakespeare, Racine, even the respectable Addison,
glorified suicide in their dramas, and educated public opinion
followed suit. In 1791 suicide ceased to be a criminal offence
in France, and forfeiture of the suicide's property in England
was abolished in 1870. Here self-destruction remains a
felony, however, and attempts at suicide are still occasionally
punished with imprisonment.

Mr. Fedden points out that the present disapproval of suicide
is partly due to theories of heredity : the shares of the family are
forced down on the marriage market. But in his discussion of
motives he justly insists on the desire for revenge that lies behind
many suicides. " They'll be sorry then," the neurotic says ; and
-it has been held by psychologists that no one kills himself who
has not wished for the death of another. Just as members of
backward tribes, and the modern Japanese, kill themselves .in
vengeance, the modern neurotic seeks to punish the uncompre-
hending parent, wife, child, or friend.

One of the few statements in Mr. Fedden's book with which
I disagree is that " the suicide of reason is always considered rarer
than it is." Looking at the miserable estate of so many, the variety
of disappointments and distresses which are the common lot of
man, I am amazed not at the commonness of suicide, but at its
rarity. Incurable disease, for instance, is a rare motive, probably
because the " reasonable " suicide demands a strong will, and
illness saps the will before it affects the instinct to continue living.

My only serious criticism of Mr, Fedden's book is that he has